The Hiftorj of King Leir

Gon. I like tliee well, thou haft a good toung.

Mcf. And as bad a toung If it be fet on it, as any Oyflerwife
at Billinigate hath: why, I haue made many of my neighbours
forfake their houfes with rayling vpon them, an4 go dwell elfe
where; and fb by my meanes houfes haue bin good cheape in
our pariih: My toung being well whetted with choller^ is more
fliarpe then a Razer of Palerno.

Gon. O3 thou art a fit man for my purpofe.
1030    Mef. Commend me not5 fweet Queene, before you try me.
As my deferts are, fo do think of me.

Gon. Well fayd, then this is thy try all: Inftead of carrying
the Kings letters to my father, carry thou thefe letters to my
lifter., which con tayne matter quite contrary to the other; there
fhal fhe be giuen to vnderftand? that my father hath detracted
her, gicen out flaundrous fpeaches againft her; and that hee
hath moft Intollerably abufed me, fet my Lord and me at ya~
riance, and made mutinyes amongft the commons.
Thefe things (although it be not fb)
1040 Yet thou muft affirme them to be true,
With othes and proteftations as will ferue5
To driue my fifter out of loue with him,
And caufe my wfll accompliflied to be.
This do, thou winft my fauour for euer,
And makeft a hye way of preferment to thee
And all thy friends.

Meff. It fufEceth, conceyt it is already done:
I will fb toung-whip him, that I will
Leaue him as bare of credit, as a Poulter
xo?o Leaues a Cony, when fhe pulls off his skin.

Gon. Yet there is a further matter.

Mef. I thirft to heare it.

Gon. If my filler thinketh conuenient, as my letters
importeth, to make Mm away, haft thou the heart to
effect it ?

JMfffs. Fe^ words are beft in fb fmall a matter:
.    Thefe are but trifles.    By this booke I will

kiffe the paper.
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